


The 2011 BC Rehab Gert Vorsteher 
Memorial Award ceremony was held 
in GF Strong on Wednesday, May 
11th.  BC Rehab had the honour of 
presenting the award to eight recipi-
ents from across British Columbia. This 
year’s recipients were:  Neil Broderick, 
Cawston; John Daziel, Powell River; 
Dee Fisher, Vancouver; Daniel LeBlanc 
(posthumous acknowledgment), Van-
couver; David Parke, North Vancouver; 
Tessa Schmidt, Vancouver; Jeff Scott, 
Whistler; Amanda Yan, Burnaby. 

Each award recipient was acknowl-
edged by GF Strong staff members 
who they worked with during their 
rehabilitation. Recipients of this award 
are recognized by their rehabilitation 
team and BC Rehab Board members 
for having shown incredible persever-
ance and fortitude in attaining their 
rehabilitation goals and regaining a 
sense of personal independence.  Each 
recipient has a different story, but they 
all share a similar determination. Dee 
Fisher, who suffered a spinal cord inju-
ry and also overcame a long-time drug 
addiction during her physical rehab, 
said in her acceptance speech: “This 
is for my children and all the people 
who have helped me. This feeling! This 
independence! It is all so wonderful!”

Our 2011 ceremony generated a great 
deal of community interest with CityTV 
doing a special segment on our event; 

24H Newspaper in Vancouver fea-
tured us in their May 12th publication, 
and Powell River Living, North Shore 
News and other community papers 
from across the province covered 
the event. “All of the BC Rehab Gert 
Vorsteher Memorial Award recipients 
demonstrate perseverance in attaining 
personal independence, something 
many of us take for granted every day,” 
said Pamela MacDonald, Manager 
of Projects and Communications for 
BC Rehab. “BC Rehab is proud to play 
a part in telling the stories of these 
courageous individuals and honouring 
them with this award.”

BC Rehab is forever grateful for the 
generous bequest left by Mr. Gert 
Vorsteher through our Planned Giving 
Program. The Gert Vorsteher Memo-
rial Awards have created an incredible 
impact in BC’s disability community. 
In the words of one of our 2011 award 
winners, Amanda Yan: “Independence 
is something I strive for every day and 
it means the world to me. I’m really 
honoured to win this award and be 
part of something filled with so much 
merit. In my life I’ve had very few 
moments like this and I will never 
forget it.”

“All of us at BC Rehab are very proud 
of our Gert Vorsteher Memorial Award 
winners,” said Paul Richard, BC Rehab 
Board Chair. “The awards are especially 
meaningful to those who receive them 
because they recognize, reward and 
celebrate the personal dedication and 
effort required to overcome physical 
challenges, remove barriers and attain 
personal independence.”

In mid-September 2011 BC Rehab staff 
will be publicizing a call for 
applications to the 2012 BC Rehab 
Gert Vorsteher Memorial Awards.

“ Wo r d s  ca n’ t  d e s c r i b e  t h i s .  I t ’s  i n c r e d i b l e  a n d  t h e  a c k n o w l e d g m e n t  i s  h u g e.  A n d  t h e  $ 5 , 0 0 0  i s  a  b o n u s ! ”  -  D a v i d  Pa r ke

The above photo features all award  
recipients who were present at the May 
2011 ceremony

Amanda Yan and her mom with BC
Rehab staff (left); and Dee Fisher
accepting her award (right)

The 2011 Gert Vorsteher Award Ceremony - Hosted by BC Rehab Foundation on 

Wednesday, May 11th 2011 at the GF Strong Rehabilitation Centre

Board Chairman and event MC, Paul 
Richard, congratulates John Daziel on his 
award

w

David Parke, who experienced a C3 spinal 
cord incomplete injury as a result of a 
mountain biking accident, accepts the GV  
award with his two daughters.

David Parke (left) and John Daziel (right), who went 
through their rehabilitation together at GF Strong,have 
a chat before the GV ceremony gets underway.
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Great excitement swirled in GF Strong as post-secondary students prepared to showcase their projects during the 20th annual  
SOLUTIONS exposition.  With solutions ranging from simple to complex and rudimentary to elegant, the aim was met of   
introducing students in a variety of disciplines to assistive technology and the diverse patient populations served in British Columbia.

BC Rehab has been the main supporter/sponsor/cheerleader for this project, run through the GF Strong Assistive Technology & 
Specialised Seating Service (ATSSS).  The ATSSS assists in developing projects, working to � nd mentors, and provides overview  
education regarding universal access and accessibility.  Students from three University of British Columbia faculties and three  
programs at the Emily Carr University of Art & Design are perennial participants with irregular participation by the British Columbia 
Institute of Technology, Kwantlen University, University of Victoria, and Simon Fraser University, with an average of 80 students and 
50 projects showcased.

The 21st exposition shall be held on Thursday 19 April 2012, and BC Rehab is pleased to announce their continued and on-going 
sponsorship of this most worthwhile event.

Student Solutions 2011 - An Assistive Technologies Event Sponsored by 
BC Rehab

The BC Rehab Community Partnership   
Initiative -  A Pilot Program

BC Rehab is pleased to announce that we have selected the              
recipients of our latest funding program: The BC Rehab Community 
Partnership Initiative (CPI). This pilot funding program was launched 
in February 2011 with the goal of promoting community-based  
accessibility and inclusionary initiatives which improve opportuni-
ties for people with disabilities in the Province of British Columbia. 
“BC Rehab has supported projects that bene� t people with disabili-
ties for many years,” said Pamela MacDonald, the Manager of Projects 
and Communications at BC Rehab. “The Community Partnership 
Initiative is a new program where we are trying to reach out to  
communities across the province and discover projects that can  
really make a di� erence.”

The CPI program o� ered � ve grants of up to $10,000 each and appli-
cations were accepted until May 13th, 2011. We were overwhelmed 
by the number of applications submitted to our o�  ce. Over sixty 
applications were submitted from across the province. Grant recipi-
ents were selected by a panel of BC Rehab sta� , Board members 
and people with disabilities who have a strong understanding of 
accessibility issues. BC Rehab extends a special thank you to Heather 
McCain, Executive Director of Citizens for Accessible Neighbour-
hoods, and Jason Costa, a 2009 Gert Vorsteher Award recipient, who 
both acted as advisory members of the disability community. “All of 
us at BC Rehab believe in the importance of inclusive communities,” 
said Paul Richard,  BC Rehab Board Chair. “Improving community-
based access is an important part of how BC Rehab supports British 
Columbians living with physical disabilities.”

Recipients of CPI funding are listed in the next column. In an upcom-
ing edition of our newsletter we will provide more information on 
the awarded projects and how they have had a positive e� ect on the 

disability community in BC. 

2011 CPI Recipients:
1. Agur Lake Camp Society – To provide an overhead tracking and 
transfer system in their � rst barrier-free cabin. Agur Lake Camp is 
located in Summerland, BC.
2. Chemainus Valley Cultural Arts Society – To create accessible seat-
ing at the well-used Waterwheel Park Bandshell in Chemainus, BC.
3. Friends of the Kelsey Centre Recreation Society – This project will 
construct a reinforced concrete ramp to access the basement of the 
Kelsey Recreation Centre where multiple community programs are 
facilitated. 
4. Nelson & District Women’s Centre – Project includes multiple  
accessibility renovations to serve clients with disabilities at the 
longest-running rural women’s centre in Canada. 
5. Thompson Community Association – Funding for a year’s worth 
of programming to run an adaptive recreation and personal training 
program for people with disabilities in the community of Richmond.

The above images illustrate accessibility initiatives already sponsored by 
BC Rehab to bene� t people with disabilities province-wide.

David Doig (far left), BC Rehab Board member, and sta�  
member Pam  check out one of the students displays at 
Student Solutions

Board member Elspeth Fraser learns about assistive 
communication  devices at one of the many Expo stations

A large crowd came out to take in the 20th annual SOLUTIONS 
exposition



BC Rehab is helping British Columbians in need achieve their highest form of personal mobility

A thank you to BC Rehab is a thank you to our supporters. Without the generousity of those who support our vision to assist and  
empower British Columbians with a disability we would not be able to create such a far-reaching impact. Above we have listed just some 
of the examples where we have been able to provide valuable funding and equipment to people living with signi� cant disabilities. We 
thank all the people and organizations below who help us achieve our vision:

Thank you so much!

Our Individual 
Supporters:
Ali, Jacqui
Allas, Leo
Anderson, Evelyn
Anderson, Yolande
Baker, Sara
Brawn, Linda & Cecil
Cadelina, Leticia
Cary, Timothy
Chan, Regina
Chokyu, Yuka
Clark, Frank
Coutts, George
Crane, Edna
Desjardins, June
Drought, Victor
Fisher, Judy
Fleming, Chris
Fraser, Elspeth

Freiter, Stephanie
Grierson, Charles
Henderson, Audrey
Hook, Rosemary
Inglis, Ernie
Jacques, Ron
Jung Kemeny, Dr. Susan 
Korman, Joy
Laing, Norma
Lane, Kitty
Leith,  William
Liu, Lena
Lundy, O.
Lynch, Meryl
McDonald,  Frances
Milley, Lea
Moore, Kathleen
Parke, David 
Price, Dr. George
Price, M. J.

Rae, Penny
Rittel, Charles
Sahara, Gail
Schajer, Gary
Shaak, Corie
Soucy, Janet
Stich, Leona
Stubbs, Patricia
Twitchell,  D & J

Corporate and Non-Pro� t 
Donors:
Capilano Lions Club 
CNR Charities Chest
Shon Yee Benevolent Ass’n
United Commercial Travelers 
WFTD Society
TD Waterhouse Private 
Investment Counsel

Endowment Funds:
Angus Endowment Funds
Estate of Elizabeth Cuming
Frederick Christie Fund
Gert Vorsteher Fund
Hamlin Endowment Fund
Jack Ford Fund
Samuel Barish Fund
Vanbaar Nursing Fund
Yolande Anderson Fund
Cumming Estate

Our Volunteer Board of 
Directors:
Paul Richard, Chair
Ian Muirhead, Vice-Chair
David Doig
Elspeth Fraser
Bruce Hay
Walt Lawrence
Dr. George Price
Kathy Scalzo
Al Wagner

“I think you know what a wonderful place GF Strong and BC Rehab are. The Gert Vorsteher Award ceremony was a wonderful day. I can’t put words on how my 
experiences over the last year have affected my life forever---the people, places and memories will change me forever, and make me a better person. I will be a better 
parent and a more compassionate person. The money David was granted is nice, but the real reward is how I will carry myself for the rest of my life. Thank you again!!!”
-Sherri Rich, partner of 2011 Gert Vorsteher Award recipient David Parke

“Thank you so much for approving my application for funding. The wheelchair repairs paid for by BC Rehab have been completed by Advanced Mobility and 
they are outstanding! The difference in wheelchair functioning is incredible and my quality of life has been increased substantially! Thank you to the BC Rehab 
allocation committee and your wonderful staff.”
-Megan Brook, a 36-year-old paraplegic and individual grant recipient

“On May 13, 2010, with no warning at all, my mother became a paraplegic due an aortic dissection. Mom started visiting us at home in January 2011 from the 
hospital. We started buying the necessary used equipment from all possible sources except for a wheelchair lift for our back porch. My family lives on a very 
modest income and we could not afford to solve the problem of getting my mom in and out of the house. For a long time we asked our friends and neighbours 
to help carry mom up and down the stairs, but this was not a solution. I called BC Rehab and spoke to a delightful person named Trynka and told her what my 
family was dealing with and she immediately showed concern and really heard our cry for help.  I had no success in finding funding for home-based accessibil-
ity equipment when I approached other organizations. In March 2011, BC Rehab approved my family’s request for a wheelchair stair lift!! Just a few days after 
finding out we’d been approved the lift it was being installed at our home. I called my mom to tell her the good news and she cried for joy that these long and 
hard times were finally going to have a happy ending. We are forever grateful to BC Rehab for helping my mother move back home.”
-Excerpt from a letter written by Chantal Gagnon, whose family received funding for a used wheelchair lift for their back porch
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We are a small foundation that is able to make a BIG impact in individual lives.

 Just some examples of how we’ve helped out since January 2010:

8 Power wheelchairs       5 leg braces
11 manual wheels       2 standing frames
Dozens of rehab therapy tuitions     7 hospital beds
16 Scooters        4 accessible vehicle conversions
Accessible bathroom equipment for 16 families   3 specialized seating systems
5 chair lifts        5 pairs of custom orthodics
10 walkers
$40,000+ toward accessible home renovations


