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NEW! Community Partnership Initiative 

The focus of this grant program is to provide 
funding to BC-based projects that will increase 
community accessibility and opportunities for people 
living with physical disabilities. This is a competitive 
grant program that offers 5 grants of $10,000. The   
closing date for this funding opportunity is May 13th, 
2011.

The intent of the BC Rehab Community Partnerships 
Initiative is to increase accessibility in BC communities 
and create opportunities for the full participation of 
people with physical disabilities. BC Rehab is committed 
to equal opportunities and improving community 
inclusion in the Province of BC. We encourage projects 
that involve multiple community partners, promote 
universal access and demonstrate community 
support.

Winners of this grant program will be announced in 
July 2011.

BC Rehab supports Kickstart during 2010 PARALYMICS!!

Kickstart Disability Arts and Cul-
ture is a registered, charitable 

not-for-profit organization, based 
in Vancouver, whose mission is to 
present and produce works by artists 
with any type of disability. Historical 
misconceptions about people with 
disabilities have been difficult to 
break down, but Kickstart believes 
in the power of art to promote so-
cial change. Kickstart believes in 
the power of moments that “shine” 
– moments of hilarity, of sadness 
or beauty; moments that make you 
feel profoundly human. Artists with 
disabilities have an important role to 
play, in expanding the definitions of 
both art and what it means to be 
human, and in promoting pride 
among people with disabilities.

Since 1998, Kickstart has developed 
an international reputation for 
bringing groundbreaking work to 

enthusiastic audiences. Projects have 
encompassed visual art, theatre, mu-
sic, dance, comedy and spoken word. 
The most recent signature event – the 
Kickstart Festival – was presented in 
conjunction with the Vancouver 2010 
Cultural Olympiad last March. 

Kickstart was very pleased to receive 
support from the BC Rehab Foun-
dation, once again, to produce a 
beautiful catalogue of the art exhibit 
“Heroes”, which was mounted at the 
Pendulum Gallery in downtown 
VancouverKickstart also initiated 
an audio description service for live 
theatre last year, making 16 shows 
at several Lower Mainland venues 
accessible for people who are blind 
or partially sighted. Watch, too, for an 
exciting development this Fall, when 
Kickstart will present Vancouver’s 
first disability film and media festival, 
called “Wide Angle Media”!

 BC Rehab continues to support accessible 
  recreation throughout the province, including                        
the 2010 Mobility Cup

“The 20th annual edition of Mobility Cup solidified the 
regatta’s position as the foremost sailing competition 

in Canada for people with disabilities. Thirty-six sailors 
traveled to Vancouver from across Canada, the United 
States, England and New Zealand to experience five days 
of competition, skill development and camaraderie. Fund-
ing from BC Rehab helped ensure that participants were 
offered the most welcoming, accessible sailing experience 
possible, and that all Mobility Cup 
events and activities helped to 
showcase British 
Columbia’s unique 
combination of natural 
beauty and accessibility.”

 -David Ostro, Fund 
 Development Manager of the     
Disability Foundation
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BC REHAB individual grant program
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FROM THE BC REHAB MAILROOM:

“We cannot express our appreciation for the wonderful donation we received. The scooter we purchased now gives my 
husband the mobility to attend his exercise classes at the Vancouver General Hospital and to go to his different doctor 
appointments at Oakridge Shopping Centre. We can finally get back out and enjoy the neighbourhood!! Thank you!”
-Letter from the wife of a 55-year-old client who has Multiple Sclerosis

“Thank you for presenting the Gert Vorsteher Memorial Award in May 2010.  The money that was presented was used 
towards renovations with the house. A ceiling track was placed in the bathroom so I could now take baths.  A contractor 
was hired to build a ramp from the front door so I would have better access to the front yard as well as a secondary exit 
in an emergency situation. There are no words to communicate how valuable you have been in my life.”
-Alivn Schulz, 2010 Gert Vorsteher Memorial Award recipient quoted 6 months after receiving award

2010/11 BOARD OF DIRECTORS:

Paul Richard, Chair
Ian Muirhead, Vice-Chair
David Doig
Elspeth Fraser
Bruce Hay
Walt Lawrence
Dr. George Price
Kathy Scalzo
Al Wagner

WRITERS AND CONTRIBUTORS:
• Geoff McMurchy, Artistic Director at Kick-

start Disability Arts & Culture
• Kevin Chapman, Communications Coor-

dinator at Power to Be
• Rosemay Casson, Pacifi c Coast Brain 

Injury Conference

 “InterFit brings volunteers and adaptive 
innovation together and BC Rehab brings 

the funding that brings them together, 
with a missing member of this part-
nership it would cease to be. 
Together we are building a 
scalable platform that brings 
people together by team 
building to overcome 
physical and social barriers 
both on and off the trails.”

-Brian Bell, Executive Director 
of Interfi t Recreation Society

     “I offer BC Rehab my heartfelt gratitude for 
the very generous funding provided to me to 
purchase a new TDX SP Power Chair. Thanks 
to your support, I now enjoy a (newfound) 
sense of freedom and independence. I control 
where I go and when. You can imagine how 
good this makes me feel! This wheelchair en-
ables me to enjoy my neighbourhood strolls 
again, shop locally and use the public transit 
system. Because of your generous fi nancial 
support, I now enjoy a freedom and 
independence I had formerly thought was 
gone to me for good.”

 - Pamela Gerow, client of BC Rehab
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